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SCINDE RAILWAY COMPANY, 


TO MIS GRACK 108 DUKE OF ARGYLL, KAR, 


SECREVARY OF ATAITE FOR INDIA, 


My Lorp Duke, 

Ty is a duty T owe to your Graco, as Scorotary of 
Stato for India, and to the Covernment of Inding it ia a 
duty I owe to a provineo of India in which T laboured hard 
for the Govornmont for several yours with aelknowledgudl 
bono to tho Stato; and it is a duty Town to inysolf and 
those dopondant npon mo, thet £ should do myself tho 
honour of acklressing tho following remuarka to your Graco 
in roferonce to a Lotter of Mr, W. 2, Andrew, Obairman of 
. the Seindo Railway Company, which has appended to it a 
Iotlor from tho Chief Tugineor who suporintended the 
surveys to dotormine upon an Indus Valluy Railway, whigh 
letters are dated, vexpeutively, the Sth day of dune, 1869, 
and tho [st dry of Hobruary, 1869. 

In 1858, being in the employ of the Indian Government 
ag un Snyinoor, T first commonced un agitation lor tho intro- 
du¢tion of Raibvays in Scinde, I had well phsorved the 
unsafe navigation of the Indus; E was all for Railways, aud 
nothing Int Railways, My proposals gol into tho hands 
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of the present Chairman of the Scinde Railway Compuny, 
without my consont being asked, and at the first annual 
meeting in 1856, to my utmost astonishment and surprise, 
that Gentleman thus laid down his policy :-— 

“T desire, in short, to bring practically into operation the 
system of Railway communication in India, which I advocated 
in 1846, in reference to the construction of Railways in 
another part of the Indian Empire—the Bengal Presidency 
—nanely, to make use of the navigation of rivers when 
practicable, and as it were to supplement, where water 
transit becomes defective, the grand natural highways which 
Providence has,made for the use of man by the assistance of 
the Railway (hear).” 

In a book, published the samo year by Mx. W. P. Andrew, 
entitled ‘Buphrates Route to India, p. 15, the policy is again 
described in the following words :— 

“Same kind of improved transit alike applicable to the 
Valley of the Indus and to that of the Ganges, ‘Luming 
from the Valley of the Ganges to that of the Indus and its 
tributazies, I would recommend preciscly the same modo of 
introducing improved transit, substituting Ilydrabad for 
Rajmahal, and Mooltan for Allahabad. The Railway from 
Kurachee to Ilydrabad will, as formerly oxplained, avoid 
the dangers and delays of the Delta, and dcboucho on x 
point of tho river, above which there is permanently open 
navigation for 570 miles to Mooltan,” 

Being the Advocate and Originator of Rachvays in Scinde, 
1 objected to the policy of the Chairman in overy way in my 
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power, because T know such a policy could only ond in rnin 
to ovorybody concorned. Ad tho sovond mooling of the 
Seinde Railway Company, Mx. W. 2, Androw had grown in 
confidence; ho gavo a short definition of lis “ayaa,” and 
proclaimed it was to bo known as “Stonm by Laut and 
Steam by Wator.” My. W. 2. Andrew waa net without 
supporters—his sucecss naturally commandod thea but to 
him is mainly duo, in opposition to my opinions, tho intre- 
duction of the system that I maintuin, and will show, bax 
orippled Scinde and all tho countries supplying trade 
thereto, 

Whilo this policy was being pursted in Mngland, it was 
necessary that an Agont should bo sent oul by the Company, 
who would support it in India, and in due course ono arrived, 
Tle was not long in showing what his policy was 10 bo towards 
the Projector of Rnilways in Seindo, aud hoe soon publicly 
stated ho was thoro as tho Advoeato of Steam by Lond and 
Steam by Wator”; so on May 7, 18657, ho statod ~~ 

Tam well content on tho port of tho Railway Company 
with tho rivor trado, Jt must bo romomborad that an essay 
tial part of the Seinde Railway Company is tho catablishment 
of officiont sleamors botweon Kotyoo and Mooltan, ‘Tho 
distance by rail and rivor from Lahore to Kuracheo will bo 
870 inilos, tho first-class fares probably Rs,150, and tho timo 
congumed, seven days, ‘I'ho distance from Lishoro by Miran. 
pore to Bombay, if thoro wore a continuous line, would bo 
1600 miles—Jirstclass fives RyJ50, and the timo for a 
porgon sufficiently strong to bear the fuligues of continuous 
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travelling, three days. ‘The linc to Agm fvom Bombay is 
not sanctioned, The line from Delhi by Umballah to Lahore 
is not undor construction, the Company having totally failed 
to comply“vith the conditions laid down by the Hast India 
Company. Before either of these works is completed, a 
line of steamers from Kurachee to Suez will decide the 
preference of easy cabins on board a steamer.” 

It will be observed the Agent argued upon the down trip 
of the Indus as jwe days. Tho Consulting Engineer, after 
all the money spent and improvements made, now gives 
20 days up and 9% days down as the required timo, but 
with the reserve that it is the “average,” and in that avorage 
is included a down trip I mado in 1862, which took 26 days, 
with troops on board. 

Tam bound to do the distinguished Gentleman, who now 
occupies the position of Consulting Engineer, the justice to 
say, if ho had been in that responsible position in 1857, the 
policy pursued at that time would never havo been carried 
out, or, if it had, he would not have held that position now, 
‘The Enginoer and the Flotilla Agont say, they have got all tho 
river traffic—* very fow boats now pass down below Kotroo,” 
Is the Company “ content” ? 

All “means” have been given to “command the end”; 
they have done all that the most lavish expenditure of 
money could do; steamers, tried in England and approved, 
have been sent out and condemned; others have been sont 
out, but never floated on the Indus, but cast away on the 
Keamareo beach; and yet the Consulting Engineer says the 
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oarnings of the Railway ave only 202, por milo por woul. 
Your Grace may ask, Why should it be go?’ My answer 
is, what it was to tho Company in 185U,—“ Zhe rivar ze 
not the voute of the trafic of the country 1” . 

I based my advico upon porsonel knowledgo and au stuily 
of Onptain Wood’s I, N, reports to Govormnont, in which 
L found:—“The rivor Indus, aftor it passos tho lutitnde of 
Hydrabad, undorgocs an annual clovation in tho lovol of its 
waters; but tho swoll docs not reach auch a hoiyht ax to 
produce the offect of inundation in any degree, In this 
particular tho Indus diffors from tho Cangos and from tho 
Nile, and resembles tho uphrates, or perhaps moro closely 
the Tigris, Such difioultica havo cwused the merohunts of tho 
country to abandon the line of the Ldus, and to lransport their 
goods by the land rottes.” 

Before I left Scinde, I bagged tho Agent, publicly and 
officially, to condomn tho policy of “Steam by Land and 
Steam by Wator,” for if ho did not, ho would give Mx. W. PB. 
Andrew bitter curso to vegret ite future failure, I warned 
him the Indian Govornmont would somo day kay" Wo 
wanted you fo attract tho traflie of tho Panjab, the North- 
‘West Provinces, and Oontral Asin; you refused; you cannot 
blame us for not rootifying your error: you have aven mado 
your lino so as to exclude tho trado of Contral Asia from 
it; it Keeps its old routo, and sinds its slow way along tho 
common road, Look at your Mooltan and Lahore Lino; it 
is now an oxcollent fowler for our Bombay (and Celentte) 
Line; it should have Leon se to your own, You do aot 
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suppose passengers will come across from Aden to Kurachee 
and be thirteen days ascending the Indus, when they can come 
to Bombay and proceed in three days to their destination 
at less cost; the times have gone by when the publio will pay 
RsA per diem for lodging in a bom at the top of a flat on 
the Indus.” 

Was I right? What is the result? Mr. W. P. Andrew 
for six years has been begging in vain for permission to 
extend Railway communication up the Valley of the Indus. 
He aces the system almost drifting from his grasp. He 
has listened to the advice of those who have assisted in 
the policy that has not paid. The Projector of the policy 
that will pay should have been “sent for”; in him the 
Company would have had true adviser. The Consulting 
Engineer now states, to confirm my views of 1856 :— 

“Tndeed (with the exception of officers in command of 
troops), official persons possessed of facilities for travelling 
along this route appear to shun it, and prefer to go to 
England vié Calenttia” (or Bombay), 

What more bitter roflection can be cast upon the policy 
of “Steam by Land and Steam by Water” ? 

There was still anothor reason Mx. W. P, Androw gave 
in support of his policy of “Steam by Land and Steam by 
Water.” He said it was to bo such a great finanotal success ; 
declaring that though he wished a guarantee upgn the 
capital to procure stoamers for the Indus, yet such a mattor 
was a more nominal thing, for the * shareholders might 
depend the least interest thoy would yveccive upon their 
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yenturo would bo $25 gar cand? ;” and now tho vory puront 
of that system, over which Governmont havo spont nontly 
ten millions sterling, has tho boldnoss {o iol} your Cmca, 
“H ds feared it will romain a burthon to the moyonten af 
India,” 

The result 10 mo for opposing tho poliey of (ho Chairman 
may be easily imagined, My Lord Duko, my profession 
prospects wore ruined for lifo: but though poor, while he and 
his coadjutors axe rich and prosporous, it is my duty agnin 
to advocate my views, and proclaim, thei polivy hay wasted 
millions to the State; and now AG. W. 2B. Androw, and thow 
in his employ, wish 10 avoid tho xppoaranco and ncluow- 
ledgmont of failure in tho “Stoam by Land and Storm hy 
Water” principle, by making out to your Graco that the 
lino laid down from Krrachoo to Kotroo is a hovoessury purl, 
of an Imporial Lino of Railway up tho Valley of tho Indu, 

My Lord Duke, I assure your Ciraco it is no auch Ubing 

In 1866 tho Govornmont of Tndin required mo to Iny 
plans hofore them of such line of Raihvay as thoy Khould 
consont to, I did so, I siated in my roportar—Tf you 
only wish a Local Line to bo mado connecting the Indus with 
the Port of Kurachoo, thon go to Ohikya, tho shortest con 
nacting lino that could bo mado with a good river bunk, Tf, 
on tho other hand,” T stated, “yon want to mulo part of an 
nportat Line, which is horonfter to bo oxtondod towurds 
the Punjab, and carry tho trado of Contral Asia, tho proper 
Tine to mako is ono from Kuracheo to Sokewan.” 1 waa ap- 
posed, as will he wndorstood, {o any main lino making Kotrea 
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one of its termini. Tho contract ef the Government with 
the Scinde Railway Company was submitted to the law 
officers of the Indian Government, and upon the clause 
which stated the “Line was to go from Kurachee to a 
place on the Indus to be hereafter determined,” gave the 
opinion the line could bo taken to Sehwan or any other 
place, 

The Company was powerless and the Agent was powerless 
to give orders in India, contrary to the wishes of the Govem- 
ment, The Government said:—* Only show us by comparison 
you propose to go to the best place, and one we can therefore 
approve, and all will be right.” I did so; but when I 
entered upon the inquiry, I never dreamt or heard of the 
Chairman having a “ system of his own.” 

My position was one of groat and unenviable delicacy. 
When sending my schemes home, upon which the Scinde 
Railway Company was formed, I most especially bogged 
that a reserve should be made as to the place on the 
Indus to which the line should go; because I was cortain 
the Government would requivo a full inquiry into tho 
matter. My Railway propositions were at the time under 
compaiison with a canal scheme being worked up by the 
late lamented Lieutenant Chapman, R.., whose very death, 
poor fellow, should havo beon o warning, for hp was drowned 
by a native boat he was travelling in down the Indus atriking 
a sunken snag, IfT had fined upon Kotree, Jorruokr, or 
Chilkya, there was the canal schemo against me, If I had 
fied upon Schwan, the advocates of the canal would have 
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snid :— Oh, this is a greator inquiry {lan contomplated; 
let us carry on tho canal whilo if is boing oartiod ont,” 
I went upon the gront goneral principle that “ Soinda wants 
a Raslway vight through tt, to open wp the country.” 

In due comso my roports camo to bo royioworl. “Pho lato 
lamented General John Sucob wax Acting Commissioner in 
Seinde; ho declared I wns right, stating, in aoference to the 
Seluvan Lane :— 

“T havo boon along it at all timos of the year, md thorn 
14 nothing to provont its being made.” 

General I, DB. Turner, BE, tho Chief Wngineor and 
Acting Consulting Engineor, statod :— 

“Tf ib is evor intended to oxtond the Seinde Railway, {he 
line should bo takon to Schwan, and no other Une should he 
thought of.” 

General O, WV. Tremenheore, RH, Acting Consulting: Mine 
gincer, nat taking so enlarged a view of tha mmatlar as 
Genovals John Jacob and MB. Mmnor, with proat eantion, 
snid tho lino should go to Chithya. 

The Govornnont of Bombay and tho (fovermnout of India 
both approved my reeommondations, bub if was opposed to 
carrying out w “Steam by Land and Steam by Walter” 
policy; and my honost convictions and opposition to such 
policy have beon an irroparable loss to mo. Now, tho utter 
bronk down of the “Steam by Land and Steam by Water” 
system hes beon mado so apparent oven by ity Author, il 
18 to be hoped my day of somothing bosides rojoiving: hus 
come, Tho Railway Company will surely recomponsa mo for 
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_the injustice done me, and Govermpent will generously con- 
sider the sacrifice I mado in endeavouring to save the waste 
of public money which has taken place in Scinde, 

Mr. W.°P. Andrew states, with bewailing blame, in the 
18th page of his letter :— 

“The greatest disappointment has been felt both at home 
and abroad at the silence which Government has hitherto 
observed on this yast and most important subject ; and the 
more so, that the fact of Government having authorized 
the surveys in 1863, had vaised the hopes of all interested 
in the projected undertaking. 

“It is to be deeply regretted that the statesman-like 
policy which was the motive power of the important stops 
then taken should not have been adhered to, and that a 
work which had already been too long delayed should havo 
been thus further deferred,” 

There is a strong tincture of injustice in these remarks, 
Permission was given for the surveys in 1857, os is 
shown in General John Jacob’s letter, at the end of this 
communication, I might then have survoyed tho country 
from Kurachee to Cashmore, or Horat, if I had thought 
it necessary to determine the best route for an Imperial 
Line of Railway up the Valloy of the Indus, The Porsian 
war was on, and there was talk in high army circles of a 
foice going by the Bolan Pass. Who stopped the work 
being done? Who “ delayed” the work? Who stopped 
the “ statesman-like policy” I wished to pursue, and the 
Government of India sanctioned? ‘Theso are serious ques- 
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tions your Graco must ask, and tho anawor will quickly orauy, 
—Ft waa tho policy of “Steam by Land and Steam by Water.” 

I fear vory much Mx, W. P. Androw, whilo ho doaply 
vagreta, os I am euro ho sincoroly docs, not now Lei ene 
powored fo cary out my Railway systom up tho Indus Valley, 
does not xofloct whothor the public and (ho CGoyormment 
think he has beon suMicionlly in earnost in wishing for a 
now policy, If, even in 1808, ho had boldly aeknawledpgod 
tho faults of his former policy, stopped expenditure on tho 
Kotreo Line and tho Indus Jotilla, things would have 
looked difforently. 'Thoro has nlways soomod to have boon 
a aweot attraction to the Company in tho old cuurso, whieh 
did not mature in the new ono, 

Again rofowing to Mx, W. P. Androw's advoeney of the 
“Steam by Land and Stoam by Water” system, allow mo 
to draw attontion to tho following passage of his lottor ot 
page 8 i+ 

*T havo said that from Kotroo to Mooltan the communion 
tion is maintained by monna of tho Indua Stoam Flotilla, 
but in apito of all the offurts which havo boon made to rondor 
this modo of communication with tho Uppor Provineos na 
perfoot as possible, the shallow, shifting, tronchorous nature 
of tho river Indus mokos it inoflciont, uncortain, unsafo, 
costly, and—evon tndor tho most fayourablo ciroumsiancos— 
quito inadoguato to accommodate with prnotuality and dis 
patch tho roquiremonts of Govornmont, tho nocossitios 
of commoroo, and tho domands of an important: Railway 


system,” 
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Your Grace will hardly eoneetyo it possible that the fore- 
going remarks wore written by one and the same person 
who forced from tho Government a guarantee of fivo per 
cent. ujgfon capital for navigating the Indus, but who now 
states in his letter to your Grace, that for “fourteon years” 
he has advocated on Indus Valley Railway. In 1856, 
directly I heard of the policy then being advocated by 
Mx. W. P. Andrew, I wrote to him nearly similar words to 
those I have quoted. My opinions and my warnings went 
unheeded by that gentleman in his temporary success, 
“T have o system,” said the Chairman; “it must produce a 
wonderful success.” I had previously, at a public meeting 
at Kurachee, presided over by Mz. (now Sir Bartle) Frere, 
stated that everybody would be ruined who attompted to 
navigate the Indus at a profit, 

The Indus Flotilla Company enjoys a five per cont, 
guarantee; but let the poor ruined shareholders of the 
Oriental Inland Steam Navigation Company say, if ny 
warning was not based on iruthful observation, 

If the Indus Flotilla Company is a success, why is it not: 
continuod to perpotuate the system of “Steam by Land and 
Steam by Water”? Tf, on the other hand, it has proved a 
failure, as I know it has, let it be honestly scknewietget, 
and some justice done me, 

Assertion is not:proof; let me therefore deal with facts, 
and look into the result of this “ system” of “Steam by Land 
and Steam by Water,”—responsibility resting whore it is 
due for the following sad results, 
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The Soinde Railway sfonds thus:—A lowauit with thoir 
contractors, fully foretold by mo, which hes Innted ton 
years, the expense of which a capnblo authority hins stated 
must fall upon the Company, with any dumagos given, A 
debt of 888,0002 for guaranteed. intorcst, wilh w oredit of 
190,0002, Not annual roooipls 25,8987, to pny an anil 
charge of 101,5382, 

The Punjab Railway.—A dobt of 717,0002. for guarantecd 
interest, with a debit account or loan from Govornmont of 
828,000/,, making togethor 1,045,0002, Not annual xecoipts 
24,6452, 10 pay an annnal chargo of 09,6762, ar, with 5 por 
cent, interest on loan, 116,0762, 

The Indus Flotilla~A. Aobt of 181,0002 for guarantocd 
interest, with a debit account or Joan from Govornmont of 
286,0002, maling togothor 887,0002 Annual interest pay- 
able 29,0382 hero is no xeturn of any “nel annual 
receipts” for this Company by the Government Divoator 
for Indian Railways; it may bo assumed, thorofore, tho 
Oompany doos not, as I said it nover would, pay te ow 
ponses, If the Governmont woro to offor all tho proporty 
of the Indus Wotilla Company for salo to-morrow, that 
which has cost 598,6882, would not, I boliovo on good. autho- 
rity, fetch enough to pay tho Govormnont lve shillings 
in the pound upon their dobt! This is tho Company that 
was to pay 25 por cont, profit, ‘Tho foregoing is iho rosult, 
which cannot be disputed, to tho Government, in roferonco 
to the Companies representing tho syslem of “Steam by 


Land and Steam by Water”; but it is not all; it hag addod 
a2 
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upon tho Consulting-Engincor’s chloulation at loast 26 per 
cont, to the cost of tho construction of the Punjab and Delhi 
Railwaya abovo what they would havo cost os portions of a 
througle Indus Valley Railway—ond they would have been 
mado in one-half tho time. In this opinion I was supported 
by the late Mr. Stevens, Agent of tho Punjab Railway. 
Who is to wonder, with these results, tho Government con- 
template taking the Railway out of the hands of the presont 
Company, and constructing it under a difforont system? 

But just look at what a crippling offect this “Steam by 
Land and Steam by Water” system has had upon the trado 
of Scinde, Between 1846-47 and 1856-57, the sea-borne 
trade of Scinde rose from 842,7002 to 1,419,1877,—in ton 
years it quadrupled itself If wo refer to the returns of 
shipping from 1857-58 to 1861-62, the time during which 
the Scinde Line was under construction, the averago yearly 
tonnage of sea-going trade was, import and export, 110,000 
tons; and between 1861-62 and 1866-67, during which tho 
Soindo Line was open, it had only risen to 128,000 tons, 
and this includes the tonnage of considerable quantities of 
material for the Punjab and Dolhi Railways. But tho 
earnings of the Scinde Line clearly show that tho shipping 
tonnage is not supplied by that line, It is mado up of tho 
trade struggling from the right bank and Central Asia down 
the common roads, : 

I consider these results make it clear that the failure of 
the policy pursued has done more to destroy the future 
prospects of private Railway enterpriso in India than any- 
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thing in connection with them. In 1866-87 tho wishos of 
the authorities wero opposod, with tho assistanco of tho 
Company’s Agent, in tho provinco in which ho waa going 
to carry on gront works, which, as Gonoral Joh Jacob 
said, was “poisoning tho very sourcos of succoss,” ‘Cho 
Agont opposed the Government of India—look ab tho remult, 
Mr. W. P. Andrew opposes the authorities in Neindo again 
in 1869: under advice from hie Engincor, ho applics for 
® concossion to carry on work which ho knows ix opposed 
to the opinions of tho most ablo mon now in tho country. 
How stands this mattor of tho Indus Valloy Railway ? 

Tho failure of Mx, W. P, Androw's poliey mado tho 
Government anxious to know how it could bo rootifiod. Tn 
Scindo a commission was appointod, at tho head of which 
was Sir Williom Morrewothor, who has apont noarly tho 
wholo of his official lifo on tho frontior, and ta now Com« 
missioner of Scinde; ho recommends a lino of Railway on 
tho right bank of tho Indus to Sukkuv, and that it should 
be oxtondod along tho Doerajat district to Dhora Ghazoa 
Khon and to Mooltan, Iforo is tho head of a provinao, 
politically and stratogically tho most important in India 
at this moment, ono of tho ablost military mon in India, 
reporting to tho Govornmont upon tho most sorions quos- 
tion connectod with tho communications of tho country; 
and Mx. W, P, Andrew, under tho advico of tho samo 
Enginoor, wipos out such an opinion by saying, it is a 
“gigantic blunder”; givo mo a concession for somothing 
else. 
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Thon a Commission was appointed in the Punjab. No 
opinion whatever is oxprossod in their yeport to bear out 
My, W. P. Andrew's policy of the left-bank line; it only 
entered gonerally into the necessity of a Railway, which 
everybody must acknowledge, The Punjab Government 
never said the lino was to go by Bhawulpoor, The 
dispatches of the Government of India leave it quito an 
open question—“ They desire at once to cause all necessary 
surveys to be completed for obtaining a definite and final 
project.” When “negotiations” aro commenced with the 
Scinde authorities in reference io a line through Bhawul- 
poor, it is not unlikely, but rather probablo, that the 
carrying o line throughout our own territory, and at o 
saving of fifty miles of distance, may appear preforable to 
going through a foreign territory, and may show that Sir 
William Merrewether and the Scinde Commission did not 
commit themselves to a “ gigantic blunder.” 

Having then reached Sukkur or Shikarpoor, on the right 
bank, the line would be extended down to Schwan, and then 
—what next? The authoritios would choose a, lino to Kura~ 
chee by a route which for many years has been a wheel- 
road—save another fifty miles of distance rother than face 
the construction of a tunnel 6 miles long through the Luckeo 
Hills and other formidablo difficulties. 

The Government Director has indicated this advisability 
in his report, when he says, in reference to the Hast Indian 
Railway, paragraph 68, “The completion of the Chord Line, 
which will be opened next yor, will shorten tho distance 
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between Caloulta and “ll places abovo Luckosornt by 70 
miles.” 

I said, and told tho Company in 1867, that tho systom 
being pursued “would noyor add to our greatnoss, our 
comfort, our welfare, or our political safoty in India,” 

Indced, almost in My, W. 2. Andrew's own words, T said, 
“Wo should sock 10 pursuo a policy which will at onoo 
maintain our prostigo, inspire confidence in those wo have 
undertakon to govern, and at tho samo time forward thoir 
social, commorcial, and political intorosts,” 

It is bocauso Mx, W, P. Andrew did not pwrauo such a 
policy, that ho has now to como to your Graco as a aup- 
pliant, and say, “Nearly evory authority of ominonco in 
India has borne official testimony to tho importaneo of this 
ling, on political, stzntogio, and commoroial grounds,” 

They did so “fourteen years ago,” and it was opposed by 
Mr. W. P, Androw, or would now have boon complotod ; 
and instoad of writing comparativo envious remarks xe- 
speoting tho ast Indian Railway, proflting, os it largoly 
does, by the Delhi and Umballah Lino, he must now, had 
my advico been talon, tha izaflle of that lino would now 
have been streaming down tho Valloy of tho Indus, 

The Hast Indian Railway Company said to Goyornnont 
in 1856, “ Let ws push on ou National Railway,” 

Tho Scinde Railway Company snid to Governmont in 
1856, “Lot us carry out a policy of Stewn by Land and 
Steam by Water.” 

The two systoms stand out, proclaiming tho truth of suc 
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cess and failure, What would now*havo been the state of 
the North-West Provinces, if tho system Mr, W. P, Androw 
has carried out on the Indus, had been carried out between 
Rajmehaland Allahabad ? 

Mr. W. P, Andrew and the Consulting Engineer take a 
most restricted view of this matter. They must prepare them- 
selves, and the Government must prepare, for a much mora 
serious feature of the case; that is, when the Oude and 
Rohilcund Line is opened on to the East Indian Lino, the 
East Indian Line will refuse to take the traffic off the Delhi 
and Lahore Line. The trade of the Ganges Valley is in its 
minutest infancy. 6,000,0002. more money must be spont 
upon the main line, In a very few years four lines of rails, in 
perfect working, will not be competent to transport the pro- 
duce of the country. It is going, with the aid of the Oude 
Line, to open up a country, where I znow, have seen, and told 
the Govornmont, thousands upon thousands of quarters of 
wheat and other produce rot on the ground after a run of full 
harvests—when wheat is selling in Mark Lane at 708, a 
quarter, This is from want of the means of carriago. Sugar 
goes unproduced; cotton, growing like a weed, goes un- 
picked. Some peoplé think it is the want of izvigation; it is 
not: when this meaus of getting produce away is perfoct, and 
good common ronds made, the Government difficulty will be 
to stop the construction of irrigating works, for then will 
come agrarian quarrels for tho Jand, ‘The study of Indian 
Railways by the light of the East Indian Line is a most intri- 
cate and tentative one, and requires the closest mental study, 
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from the multiplicity ofits boarings, Thoy aro burthoned 
with an inoxhaustiblo blessing to tho country, but thoy may 
algo be laden with injustice, ‘Tho Hast Indian Tuino will soon 
pay 10 per cent, intorost; so would my Diroct Indwa Valloy 
Line, had it boon commenced in 1856, a8 wished by tha 
Governmont of India, instead of boing agitated for in 1869, 
As the intoreat incronsos, tho Govornmont will lowor tho torilf 
for traffic; indeed, the Company, without compulsion, will 
do so, Thon wo shall find, ag now, in a difforent degree, one 
part of India favoured with cheap cavriago for thoir produce, 
and anothor part witha maximum of charge upon thoir trade. 
The Ohairman of tho Mast Indian Lino slated in tho Tlousa 
of Commons, thoy rofuged to construct the Delhi and Lahore 
Line ; ho said, “ Wo did not wantit; wo havo quito onough of 
our own business.” In tho Nght of solfinterost they woro 
justifiod in doing go, but cortainly not in tho light of Lmporial 
policy, Lf tho Hast Indivn Iino pays, sey 10 per cont, and 
tho Dolhi Lino pays 4 por cont, but tho luttor assists tv 
make tho Last Indian Lino pay tho Governmont 2} por cont. 
profit abovyo guarantoo; how far will tho Govornment bo 
ontitled to withhold a proportion of that 24 por cont., which 
_ might mako the Delhi Line pay 64 por cont. and how fw 
is it just that tho enriaga of the Lahore Tino traMa shonld bo 
only valued at a minimum tariff rato, boonnso by othor truffle 
combined tho Enat Indian Line can pay 10 por cont.? T 
arguo upon tho Lahore Lino, beenuse I am quite cortain tho 
Rokileund Lino will, vory soon after boing comploted, pay 
a surplus ovor tho 5 por cont. guarantoo, 
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Thon, again, if it is going to bo ‘ed whether the Lahoro, 
Punjab, Indus Flotilla, and Scinde can be combined as one 
capital, the East Indian Line will naturally say, Wo do not 
mind being liberal to your Delhi shareholders, and assist the 
‘Government to divide with them some of our large surplus 
earnings; but surely you are not going to ask us to assist in 
raising your sunken steamers from the Indus. 

If my Direct Indus Valley Railway had been commenced in 
1856, the Chairman and the Consulting Engineer of the Scindo 
Railway must know that the two Railways between Calcutte 
and Kurachee would now have “ceased to be on a different 
footing” ; and though I do not think the Direct Indus Valley 
Tine would ever have proved as profitable, as a speculation, 
as the Hast Indian Line, yet I am satisfied it would havo 
caused no pecuniary anxiety to the Government, as the pre- 
sont systom is doing; and I firmly believe the two lines 
would have worked so harmoniously together, at any timo 
one or the other found it necessary, from any exccutive 
cause or otherwise, that shippers would have sont 1000 tons 
or more to Kuracheo or Calcutta, as they might havo been 
asked. What o difforent picture is the reality ; but I fear it 
will continue, unless Mr, W. P, Androw and the Consulting 
Engineer will deal with the subject more in a mannor which 
appears to me a “ statesman-like policy.” 

Tn page 5 Mx. W. P. Andzew states, “A branch line will 
be required from Sukkur, od Shikarpoor and Jacobabad, to 
Dadur* 

Tn page 7, in reference to the main line, he states the 
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voutes which prosont “homsclvos for choico are throo in 
number -—~ 

“1ut, Entirely on tho loft bauk of tho Indus. 

“9nd, Wntirely on tho right bank, 

«8rd, On tho right bank from Kotxeo to Sukleur (wbout 
half the whole distance), and crossing tho river at Sully, 
thonee to Mooltan by tho Jofé bank,” 

I submit 10 your Graco that this slatomont docoivos you; 
there is anothor xouto quite independent of all threo, and it 
ig tho one which should and must bo talon if juatico is dono 
to tho poor tax-payors of India and tho tradors of Soinde 
and the Punjab. Tt is tho Hno I rocommonded to the Go- 
yornnont and Railway Company more than “fourteen years” 
ago, and which lino was approved by tho Goyornment of 
India, Jt stands woll tho rub of timo, “ho lino must 
atart from Kurachoo (Manora), proceod in tho most dixoct 
way practicable to Seluvan, thence to Larkhind, whera the 
trado of Conti Asin coming through tho Bolon Pass will 
bo intercoptod, thon procood to Shiknxpoor, throwing out 
branches to Jacobabad and Sulckuy, and eventually bo car 
ried on to Dhora Ghazco Khan, with a branch to Mittun- 
Koto to talro,in tho trado coming down tho Sutloj River,” 

Routo No. 8, skotched by Mz, W. 2, Andvow, inkos the lino 
to Schwan v4 Koweo, making tho distance 107 milos, whon 
by my lino it ean bo roachod in 147 milos, But it will be 
said the line to Kotroo is mado, Yos, dat “gigantio 
blunder” has beon committed, and tho parents bf it wish, 
therefore, to tax the irade of Scinde and tho Imporial 


( 28 ) 


trade of Central Asia with 50 miles ie unnecossary carringo, 
and make a tunnel perhaps 6 milos long on tho route. Or 
if No. 1 route is to bo taken, the whole trade of Contral 
Asia is pxoposed to be passed ovor the Indus above tho 
Sukkur Rapids by means of o steam forry. I should have 
thought the author of such a scheme had had enough of 
steam ferries over tho Indus in the abortive endeavour to 
establish one at Kotree, Then the trafic, after being trans 
ported ouce across the Indus, is to undergo a repetition of 
the process at Kotree, by a gigantio bridge at that place, 
or, perforce, by another attempted steam forry, 

Then an objection is taken to my ling betweon Shikarpoor 
and Dhora Ghazee Khan, becauso the lino would “ trayerso 
a country annually flooded to a very great extont.” 

If your Grace will rofer to page 70 of Mx. W. P. Andrew's 
book, before quoted, there will be found Mr, (Sir Bartle) 
Frere’s opinion “ that not a singlo engineering obstaclo to 
such extension exists until you reach the hills of Kalabagh.” 

This was also tho expressod opinion of Goneral John 
Jacob, and it can only have beon in uttor forgetfulness of 
the existence and increasing success of tho Bombay, Baroda, 
and, Oentral India Railway, now spoken of by My, W, P, 
Andrew as a competing line, that any montion could bo 
inade of the “ watershed of the mountain ranges,” 

As to any interruption to this line from the “lawless and 
unsetiled character of the frontior tribes,” that is a mero 
pleasantry. Government know full well they can trust that 
matter of police to the Scinde Horse and Lahoro Light 
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Cavalry to answor for We, W. P, Androw and his Enginoor’s 
imaginory maraudors, I am much afraid My W. 2 
Andvow’s mind must havo boen acutely sonvitive to tho 
foar of tho “wild tribes” engonderal in tho mind of tho 
Enginoor in chargo of the survoys, for tho “wild tribes” 
appoar to havo frightoned hin from survoying tho lina tho 
authoritios considor tho Lost to bo taken, ‘In voforeneo 1 
ono part whore thoso “wild twibos” nro supposod to oxist, 
that is, nearly as far as Miltun-Koto, Colonol Sir Nonry 
Gzeon, in chargo of that frontior, statos:—* As an oxamplo 
of this (safely) I can stato, that during tho past yoar 
upwards of 20,000 cnmols, Indon with valuablo morehaniizo, 
passed through this country to and from British India with 
tho loss of only two camels by thoft, and thoso wero x0- 
covered and tho delinquonts punished,” 

But the foar of the “wild tribes,” according to the Uingi- 
noer, hag preyentod all trado botweon Shikarpoor and Dhora 
Ghazoo Khan; for ho alates thoro “is the cortainty of no 
local traffle of any imporlance botwoon Sukkur and Dhora 
Ghazoo Khan.” 

Thore appears horo to have beon gront, I should bo sony 
to say intontional, forgetfulness of a placo enlled “Mittun- 
Kote,” tho oxit port for tho trado of the Avo Punjab zivors, 
It might be thought Dhora Ghazoe Khan was e mero namo 
to an isolated spot on tho bank of tho Indus, poxhapa roquir- 
ing, in the Engincor’s mind, somothing moro than “bush- 
faggots and rubblo-stone” to loop it a8 socure as Kotroo, 

Lot mo, howover, explain in tho words of Lioutonant (now 
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Captain) Wood, and Agent of tho Sethdo Railway Company, 
and judge whethor the Railway is only proposed to be taken 
into o country of Bozdar robbers :— 

“ DherdeGhazee Khaw is situated about 4 milos from the 
river Indus, but in the swell, like most of tho other towns 
upon that xiver, it has a large navigable canal, by which 
it may be approached by boats for some months, Dhera 
Ghazee Khan has, however, advantages that it will be dif. 
ficult to set aside: the town lies at the foot of a pass in the 
Sooliman Mountains, that loads both to Cabool and Kandahar, 
while it is equally central with respect to the Indian routes, 
It is the largest town on the Indus, and even under tho 
Soikh rule it wears an appearance of increasing prosperity. 
Its merchants, though they do not speculate largely, have 
an extensive agency, and a considorable command of money. 
The country around yields heavy crops of grain and the staples 
of cotton ond indigo; while its home manufacture of silken 
stuffy, such as Gool-buddens, ‘Limorus, &e,, is only equalled 
by the manufacturing marts of Bhawulpoor and Mooltan. 
When to thé above recommendations are added the fairva at 
Poor-Abdul and Sekh-i-Surwor, I bolievo that, everything 
considered, Dhera Ghazee Khan, or rather somo spot in tho 
vicinity, will alone be considered as the most oligible place 
to lay the foundation-stone of an Indian St, Meoreare, By a 
reference to the map it will be seen that Sekh-i-Surwar and 
Peer-Abdul are towns in the district of Dhora Ghazeo Khan. 
At each of these places a large mila or fair is annually kept, 
That of Sekh-i-Surwar occurs in the Indian month of Wy- 
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sokh, answoring to our flarch. It ig hold in honour of tho 
poor aftor whom tho placo is named, Tho fair Insta fivo 
days, and pilgrims from India’s furthest shores come to pros 
trate thomsolyes at tho tomb of Solth-i-Sunwar; fw como 
from the connirios weat of tha Sooliman Range, and tho 
followors of Brahma outnumber thoso of Mahomed; tho 
aggregato of both cannot bo much undor 100,000 souls, 
Though commerce is not noglectod, thore is little business 
done: a Khoynassan, or Afighan horso-dealor, may now and 
then exchango an animal of his stud for the productions 
of India or tho manufactures of Euxopo; but this mild is 
ossentially an assomblago of devotional and pleasurable pu 
posos, But with such a matorial, and tho oxamplo of tho 
holy Mecca, it is onsy to forotell that, whon tho fair is esta 
blished, many individuals in this annual concours of devotes 
will becomo os ontorprising morchants ag they are now 
‘zoalous and bigoted Fakeors,’” 

Thoro is anothor place highor up on tho Indus which 
would contribute groatly to tho traflo—it is Dhova Lamacl 
Khan. Tho loyalty and entorpriso of its inhabitants during 
the Orimoan war is thus doseribed in tho ‘Lahore Olio 
awiale? j— 

“Dhora Iamacl Khan (on tho Upper Indus) has not boon 
fox behind Lahore in colobrating the fall of Sebastopol. ‘Tho 
official nows was received with the grentost enthusiasm by 
all classes, aud tho inhabitants resolved to hayo illumina« 
tions, flroworke, &o, The bazaars of the city wero brilliantly 
illuminated; every shroff and wealthy merchant displaying 
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from 1000 to 1200 Jamps beforo Its house, and other shop- 
keepors from 200 to 300 Jamps.” 

As I have quoted Sir Bartle Frere to support the practi- 
cability gf the northern portion of my line, I may, I think, 
with advantage quote that distinguishod public man in sup- 
poit of the great importance of the cities on the Indus and 
their trade, Ie says, in reference to the Lohance merchants, 
who I hope the Engineer will not confound with the foarful 
“avild tribes” :— 

“Theso men are the great carriers of the Affghan trade, 
They have their homes about Guzni, where they spend the 
summer. Since the trade wd Tatta and the Indus was 
extinguished in the latter end of the last contury, these 
people have supplied themselves with sea-borne goods wid 
Calcutta. They descend the passes before they are blocked 
up with snow, between Guzni and the Indus, in vast caravans 
of eight or ten thousand souls—the whole tribo moving bodily 
—men, women, children, and cattle—their goods being on 
camels and ponies. Arrived in the Derajat, they leave the 
aged men, women, and children in black folt tonts, with 
thoir flocks and herds in the 1ich pastures bordoring on the 
Indus, while the able-bodied men push across the Punjab, 
with their goods for salo, either in that provinco or on the 
banks of the Ganges. 

“Last year (1856) the fivst of this tribe camo down to 
Kurachee, and told mo they would soon all como that way ; 
that they had no idea of its comparative shortness and other 
facilities. When I met them, they had shipped the wool 
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they had brought dovh from Guzni on board river boata 
at Dhora Jamacl Khan and Dhera Ghaxeo Khan, and wore 
taking thoir waladon camela down to Kuvrachea, oxpooling 
thore to find roturn loads, with which thoy could go baolkk to 
Affehanisian, A airing of enmols, numboring 6000, sevasion~ 
ally comos from Bokhara to Dhora Ismaol Khan on tho Tulus.” 

These are tho citios, the pooplos, and tho trado, that Mr. 
W, P, Andrew, directod by his Mngincor, tolls your Graco 
and tho public it would bo a “gigantic blunder” to go and 
attract to an Indus Valley Railway, But grant that this is 
Thnporial tiaflc, and go in thoir minds benoath consideration, 
lot us look more closoly to Goyornment dooumonis to silisly 
us there is no local trafic to make My, W. DP. Androw and 
the Governmont pauso bofore desorting it for 120 milos of 
Railway though tho wrotched Bhawulpoor torritory. I have 
not very recount Punjab Government reports, but by ono in 
1868 I find that in tho Derajaé “tho area irrigated in 1859-60 
was 68,148 acres; in L800-61 it was 95,080 across and in 
1880-61 thore woro 80,400 acros undor colton cultivation, 
and that 2,036,000 Ibs. of cotton wore ouported of tho quan- 
tity grown in tho district”—doublo tho quantity oxported 
from Moolian, ‘Iho cultivation of indigo in tho Dhora 
Ghozoo Khan district has incroased so much, that tho mann 
facturing apparatus hos beon found insuffloiont for the qua- 
tity ;”, and lastly, thoro was thon a population of 910,696 
souls, producing a land rovonuo of (18,0002, annually, 

Ifero was a population ono-half tho wholo of Scindo, 


through which tho Enginoor gocs to got to Bhawnlpoor, a 
D 
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country the Government have no vékson to assist, quite the 
contrary ; and he turns from this garden of the Punjab with 
an exclamation which he could not have used decently if he 
had everdeon to the neighbourhood of the city of the district, 
which is “ one of the most lovely spate in all Indiq,” 

But just now your Grace hears a great outcry from Man- 
chester; in that city the manufacturers and operatives call 
“Cotton, cotton!” “India, India!” 

Your Grace might think, a gentleman who had been “ four- 
teen years” learning India would be very cautious how he 
offended Cottonopolis; but let me seo whether Mr, W. P, 
Andrew, under advice of his Engineer, does not run a great 
tisk of doing so. ho Derajat district, through which the 
Scinde authorities recommend the Railway to go, in 1860-61 
exported 2,986,000 Ibs, of cotton, which would have paid 
on my Railway 78007. for carringe to Kurachee. If I take 
the average increase of irrigated land from 1859-60 and 
1860-61, ond apply it to the amount of cotton exported, 
the Dorajat district would in 1866-67 export 8,000,000 Ibs., 
which would have paid more than 20,0002 for carriage to 
Kurachee, The 2,986,000 lbs, eaported in 1861 18 an offiotal 
fact! The Governor of the Punjab, in reference to the trade, 
stating, “he is, himself disposed to think that, if a local 
demand wore to arise, the production of cotton might be 
indefinitely Increased ;” and, again, so enterprising in 1861 
were the natives of our own territory, that “the Commissioner 
of Peshawur reports that there is a disposition amongst the 
people beyond the border to obtain Jand for cultivation 
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within our territory. #onis is a satisfactory indication of 
the gradual chango of habits which contact with our 
more civilized subjects is beginning to offoct, Ivon moro 
encouraging is tho project of a frontior Zomindd, in tho 
Dhera Ghazco Khan district—Mussoo Khan by namo—to 
mako a small canal from. tho Indus at his privato oxponso.” 

Then we tum to My, W. P, Androw's favoured district, 
Bhawulpoor, and from his own lettor I loarn that in (866-67, 
after the influence of the American Way, thoro was produced 
“fyom 2219 acros 960,000 Ibs, of cotton”; and among tho 
articles ¢mported into tho district I find “ cotton” ft 

Hero is, thon, the Derajat district in 1860-GL cuporting 
2,986,000 Ibs, and in 1866-67 by a gonorous calculation 
axporting 8,000,000 Ibs, of cotton, and Bhawulpoor is émporting 
cotton; the former district having in 1860-61 89,400 neros 
under cotton cultivation, against 2219 acres in 1866-67 in 
Bhawulpoor. 

It does appoar to me most inorediblo that any gontloman 
sont out to inquire into the divoction of an Indus Valloy 
Railway, in a spirit of porfeot impartiality,” and who altos 
his opinions ave founded upon “intimate personal tnapoction 
and study of avery locality,” should stato tho country in which 
this cotton is produced is a * desert,” 

“England is crying aloud for Cotton!"* Mr, W. 7? 
Androw, undor advico from his Engineer, echoes bacle, 
“ Gigantio blunder 1” 

* Minuto by tho Moal Noble the Gavernor-Gonoral of Indin, 20th 
April, 1868, 
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But the Engincer may say, * Why do I not argue upon 
population, look at the population of the highly cultivated 
district of Bhawulpoor.” So I tw to the report of Captain 
MinchingPolitical Agent at Bhawulpoor, and I find the fol- 
lowing facts ;—Two-thirds of the district are cultivable; but 
ag it is not very likely there is any population on the uncul- 
tivated parts, I find there are 1111 square miles under 
cultivation, and there is a population of 147 per square 
mile—making 163,317 in the district! And if we rob our 
own territory for the purpose of populating a foreign one, 
it is only capable of containing 261,707 upon the entire 
cultivable portion, and a very considerable part of that land 
and population would be found away from the route of the 
line proposed to be taken by the Engineer. 

I think the Engineer who went out to carry on the surveys, 
and make an inquiry “in a spirit of perfect impartiality,” is 
more to be pitied than blamed, First of all, his appoint. 
ment was not one that could command confidence in an alto- 
gether unprojudiced opinion from him, because, before he went 
out he had publicly recorded his idea that the line should go 
on the left bank, ‘Then in paragraph 6 of his instructions he 
is told :-— 

“You will bear in mind that the primary object of the 
survey entrusted to you is to fix, in as short a time as pos- 
sible, upon the route best adapted for a Railway between 
Kotree and Mooltan.” 

A new name had been found and given to this; it was no 
longer “Steam by Land and Steam by Water,” it was now the 
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“ Missing Link,” and Woll the eatoh-ory word hag boon takon 
to, even by members of the Cavernmont, T cannot doubt 
the Engineot’s determination io forgo this “ missing link,” 
with the aid of his fowrteon European Engineers %nd “any 
native assistance which ho may find necessary.” No matter, i 
seamed, where tho process was ourriod oul,—on a sioum forry 
ut Kotree, or on tho “faggot and rbble-stone ” protoated 
-abutments of a gigantic bridge at Uiat place; on a steam 
ferry above tho Sukkur Rapids, or in tho middlo of v G-nilo 
tunnol in the Luckeo ILilly—so long as tho “méssing link” 
was but forged. If money could havo found out whoro tho 
amithy was to bo orectod, drudy it was givon oul by Govorn« 
ment wiLhout any stint. 

My Lord Duko, it is not a “ missing link” that is yoquired, 
it is a “new chain” of sound motal, in tho shape of a groat 
national highway, that is required to bo mado by tho [ngi- 
neer, and that “ carly,” 

LT vecommend this now ohatn now as I did “ fourloon yours” 
ago, in those words, “to bring down tho trade of Coniral Asin 
that at presont struggles through tho Bolin Pass, tho pags 
through the Sooliman Mounting at Dhora Ghhazoo Khan, and 
the Kybex Pass, Lt is also to answer tho groat national poli 
tical use of quickly moving up troops from England to 
defend our Woatorn Indian frontior from tho fulwe dangot 
ous hostilo encroachments of Eussia.” 

This Iino is algo strictly in obedionco to tho policy laid down 
in Lord Lawrenco’s dispatch, dated 9th January, 1869 +-~ 

“The completion of tho communication bebweon Kuravhen 
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and Mooltan, ‘with e line on the other side of the Indus to 
that oconpied by the main line, form one system of lines that 
soeme desirable.” 

Future ninguiry may show the advisability of. anothor 
line in combination with proposed irrigation works in the 
Hydrabad district, 

I pray your Grace to take a kind of return ticket for 
Schwan along this national highway. Schwan is the most 
productive wheat district in Scinde. General H, B, Turner, 
RE. Chief Engineer in Scinde in 1861, stated :— 

“T found at a place called ‘Narco,’ a few miles above 
Sehwan, stocks of Government grain of three succossive 
years ; it was utterly spoiled, fit only for manure,” 

Tfow much of this rotting food of man has been carried 
by the “Steam by Land and Steam by Water” system, after 
spending nearly 8,000,0002. sterling? Let one of poor 
Goneral John Jacob’s favourite Licutenants state, Colonel 
Sir Henry Green, in a letter dated 3rd of October, 1868, 
relates :~ 

“The valleys of Peshawur, Sarawals, and Mustang, situated 
at the head of the Bolan Pass, as well as those at Salleo and 
Cutch Gundava, situated at its foot—ell of which the pro- 
posed Rejlway from Sukkur to Dadur would tap—produce 
during favourable seasons enormous quantities of grain, 
which for want of transport is allowed to vot on the ground, 

“Tn Cittch Gundaya and in the conntries abont the Bolan 
Pass the same waste was occurring, while the Stato was 
paying high prices for grain {0 export to Abyssinia, and 
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raising the price of food in tho districts surrounding tho son- 
ports.” 

What General Turner saw in 1851, Sir Honvy Greon saw 
in 1868, Poor Scindo! Now, it is proposed, after {axing 
the Schwan wheat with 50 milos of unnecessary cavriago, to 
take this wheat 100 miles out of its natural route to tho sea, 
and so tax tho Imporial trade of the country. ‘ho length 
of line from Kuvachee to tho Bolan Pass, by tho left bank of 
the Indus and Roree, is 470 miles, with éwo Indus Lever 
crossings, By my line from Kuracheo vid Schwan the 
distance is 870 milos; by keeping on the western sido of the 
Munchor Lake it can be mado shorter, Ié has no Indus 
River crossing ! 

I will call attention to anothor item of Imporial trade— 
Wool. Sir Bartle Frere states that 18 millions of pounda 
wore exported in 1864-65 from Kurachoo, tho export ton- 
nage of that ycar being 41,687, but in 1867-68 that oxport 
tonnage bad inorensed to 411,798 tons, so that it is fair to 
assume—as Sir Bartlo Froro at tho time anticipated, a“ sleady 
énoveass"—the quantity of wool oxported was 48 millions of 
pounds. 1868-69 will show, I am informed, moro than an 
average increase, 1 will not tako advantago of that; if it 
pleases tho Engincer, ho may imagine it is produced in 
Bhawulpoor, 

Tn tho annual report of Mr. Juland Danvers, the Govorn« 
ment Director, to Parliamont in 1865-06, that Gentlo- 
man states the Great Indian Poninsular Railway Company 
hag romoved cotton from tho socond-class morchandizy to 
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the fourth class “with marked suectss.” So I may safely 
presume that wool is so classified on the Scinde Railway. 
To carry” this wool at 84d. per ton per mile would cost, 
on the lef bank 186,8802., while by my line it would cost 
107,8212. The argument is equally strong if applied to other 
articles of trade. In fact, you tax the Imperial trade 25 
per cent. in perpetuity. It has been tried to show the 
Government that this Bolan Pass trade is a “local trade.” 
Every trade I maintain is Imperial trado which seeks Ku- 
racheo for export, no matter whether it waits at Mooltan, 
Dhera Ghazee Khan, Bolan Pass, ov Schwan, 

Sir Henry Green, in the letter I have before quoted, 
explains the national character of the trade :— 

“With such advantages, all of which must be improved 
upon, I feel certain that if the Railway wore completed, os 
suggested, with a branch to Dadnr, tho Bolan Pasy would 
gradually become the main channel for the important export 
trade from Central Asia and the Indian Empire.” 

T may well append to this, two accounts of Larkhind and 
Shikerpoor, the former taken from tho excellent Scinde 
Directory of 1862, and the latter from the Government 
report of Captain Wood, LN. :— 

* Larkhand is ong of the principal grain marts in Scinde; 
the place derives some commercial advantages from being 
situated on the great route from Southern Scinde to Cutch 
Qundava, Beloochistau and Kandahar, through the Bolan 
Pass,” 

 Shikarpoor,—The large money transactions of its bankers, 
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and the extensive and drilfully-organized agoncy by which 
they are diffused, are known to all interosted in those mattors, 
though the advantages of such ostablishmonts can only be 
duly appreciated by merchants themselves.” e 

But why is this tax of 26 por cont. to bo put upon tho 
Imperial trade, which General John Jacob, in his forcible 
language, when reviewing my reports 10 Government, ox- 
plained as arising “from a portion of tho earth's surface 
much largor than all the country watored by tho Ovo rivors 
of the Punjab.” 

There might be some roason if the Punjab trade waa not 
takon by my lino the shortest and best routo 1o tho son; bub 
let Mr. W. P, Andvew give his reason :—~ 

“Whichever of tho routes botwoen which tho choice would 

appear to lio may be the botter of tho two appears to mo to 
be a question of vory secondary importance; md I do not 
hesitate to declare that, undor tho wgent necossity of the 
case, it would be infinitely better that Govornmont would 
accord tho preforence 10 a roulo not absolutcly tho best, 
thon thet the undoriaking should bo indefinitely delayed.” 
* My. W, DP. Androw, looking down from his oxalted sphore, 
may think it only of “yory secondary importaneo”; bul it 
appears to a poor humblo porgon like myapl{, your Graco ig 
here invited to 4 most extraordinary prococding, Right cannot 
he done by porpeinating wrong; snroly history is not to tell, 
that at such dictation tho good of your Graco’s Lonure of 
office ia to be oblitorated by its boing related you did not taku 
the best lino, but that you tool my, so that ono was made, 
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While Government hesitate to Widgo the Iooghly and 
connect the supreme Government city with the great not- 
worl: of Imperial Railways, Mr. W. P. Androw cannot expect 
Government to sanction a bridgo ovor the Indus, which is 
quite unnecessary, the practicability of which appears to rest 
upon the Engineer staying the advancing waves of that most 
“tyeacherous” river, with sovereign contempt, by an erec~ 
tion of faggots and rubble-stones; or will, I think, Govern- 
ment hastily sanction the passing the national trade of the 
country over the Sukkur Rapids by a steam ferry, until the 
same gentleman has experimented upon the lower falls of 
Niagara, 

But, on the othor hand, when Dhera Ghazeo Khan is 
reached, it may appear practicable to bridge the Indus; at 
that place, the river has not more geographical water-supply 
than the Sutlej at Bhawulpoor; it is comparatively close to 
the hills from which the stone could bo obtained, and there 
the thousands and the tens of thousands who are mentionod 
by Sir Bartle Frero and Captain Wood would work con- 
tentedly, while the Scinde Iorse and Lahore Light Cavalry 
watched the Russian Cossacks in the hills. ‘Chere is yob 
another point which scems io have quite escaped tho notice 
of the Engineer carrying on the surveys for on Indus Rail- 
way, and that is the facility of getting coal from Kalabagh, 
where it is known to oxist, 10 Dhera Ghazeo Khan by a 
downward water carriage, 

Mx. W. P, Androw, at page 8 of his lottery, states :-— 

“1 will only remark hore, therefore, that tho through 
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traffie would be more effectually conducted by tho routo on 
the left bank, that route boing shorter, as woll.as safor, than 
the route by the right bank,” 

What ave the facts from official documonis? ‘The route 
from Kuracheo, wid Kotree and Bhawulpoor, to Mooltan, that 
is the daft bank, is 622 miles; the distance from Kurachoo, 
vid Schwan, Larkhand, Shikarpoor, Dhora Ghazeo Khun, 
that is tho right bank, is 493 miles. Without entering into 
any “problematical” calculation whother it is cheapor to 
cross the Indus 600 miles highor up than IKotrce, or 
whether the river at Mooltan closo to the workshops of 
the Company in the Punjab is ensior than orossing the 
Sutloj in a forcign state, thero is 120 miles of additional 
cost at 11,0002 por mile, equal to 1,419,0002, throwing a 
taw for evor wpon the through Punjab trafie of 10,9502. por 
annum, 

Lord Lawronce gives a vory strong reason for talcing tho 
right bank, in zeferonco to tho oxponditure during con 
stauction :— 

“Tt will mainly run through British torritory and bonollt 
our aubjects.” 

Take the official road-route distanco from Kotreo to Mool- 
tan, by un apparont shortor ronto than the Railway is laid 
out, it is 510 miles, so that my “now chain” is shorter than 
the “missing luk” on tho left bunk by 17 miles, nko, 
again, the two points of Rorce and Moollan; tho loft bank is 
307 miles, whilo the right bank is only 250 miles, I belivve 
it is only 242 miles ay the line would go, 
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Tho following table will show odtrectly the relative dis 
ig y 


tances :— 
Kuraourn to Moonran, ‘ 
Miles, 

Vid Schwin diveot—vight bank ., .. woe 498 
Vid Kotroo, Schwan, Shikarpoor,- and Dhora Ghazoo Khan 

—right bank oon «Gad 
Vid Kotree, Roreo, ‘eiralpooe neiglix a ‘oft iicile « =621 
Vid Kotreo, Roree, and Bhawulpoor—left bank... 4. .. 622* 


I have no hesitation in declaring, therefore, bearing in 
mind that the starting from Kurachee has been, made and is 
common to all lines, the Great National Railway recom- 
mended by me, and approved by the Government of India, 
General John Jacob, General H, B. Turner, R.E.,, and other 
high officers in India, has greater political and strategic 
advantages, cam be mate cheaper, more enpeditiously, and with 
less acientifio difficulties than any so-called “missing Unk,” and 
that the carnings of the line would be so excessive, that the 
inoreased interest wpon the money expended, would amply 
sufics to repay the Government al? loss acorwing Jrom the 
« gigantio blunder” of constructing the line to Kotree in tha first 
instance; and the enpartenca of the people employed on tha 
Soinde Line shows, the population, through and near which the 
line would pass, are more ready to work, and better adapted to 
the labour required, than the effeminate inhabitants of the 
foreign states, Kyrpoor and Bhawtlpoor, over whom the 
Government haye no control ; and that for military purposos 


*T have givon tho official road-route distances; the post-ofllas 
distunge is 630 miles. 
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the 8 feet 6 inches gaygo will be found best adapted for 
cheap and expeditious construction, Executive roasons, more 
important than eny I can put forward, will I am suro bo 
pointed out to your Grace and the Govornment pf India, 
why this line should bo commenced “ early” at all “ potnte.” 

The Government havo also to hand, Mi. {. G. Newnham, 
Chief Engineer of the present Scinde Railway, who, from 
his great ability and acknowledgod high and honourable 
character, would attract many young military Mnginoors 
on to his staff, and ensure an energotio carrying on of the 
work, 

But I am most sincere whon I say, I hopo Mr. W. P, 
Andrew will carry out my statesman-liko policy ; for howover 
much his former polioy condemns itself by the results, I am 
obliged to point to, and however hard I may have beon 
dealt with, I do respect his groat ability, and cannot holp 
reflecting what future roward his country would havo givon 
hin, had he pursued the policy in 1866 ho is now advocating 
in 1869, instead of spending tho bost years of n useful public 
life upon an attompt to make a policy pay, which had in it, 
at starting, the very socds of rottennoss and docay, 

There is anothor point which seoms to havo boon lost 
sight of by the Engineer, ‘Cho trado of the Kybor Pass, 
which comes to Attock, is shipped into boats for Mittun-Kote, 
and then transhippod into a difforent kind of boat to descond 
the river, Now that trade will join a line at Dhora Ghazco 
Khan, whereas, if « left-bank line wero taken, it could not 
possibly seek Railway carriage until it roached Roreo, It jg 
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idlo to think it could bear Roilwayecarriago all round from, 
Attook vid Lahore to Mooltan. 

The policy I recommended “fourteon years” ago I now 
press mogt urgently upon your Grace and the Government, 
Inow insist upon it as a duty, and. in the interests of the 
Indian Government, my former generous masters: it was 
sanctioned by the Governor-General, as may be learnt from a 
document appended to this letter. It was cast aside with its 
Author, by Mx. W. P, Andrew, in pursuance of the * Steam 
by Lend and Steam by Water” policy, if such an abortion 
could be called a policy, which I maintain has enabled 
Russia to rattle at the gates of India, 

When, in 1856-57, I begged the Railway Company not to 
be diverted from a national policy, I entered minutely into 
the trade as it would be affected by a line of Railway. I 
present somo of those remarks; they, like the direction of 
the line, stand the crucial test of time :— 

Tn 1850-51 we had a trade valued at Rs.62,22,084, whilo 
in, 1851-52 we had o trade valued at Rs,73,88,480, showing 
an inerease of 18 per cent, Lot ns see how much the Indus 
contributed to this wealth, In 1850-51 tho valuo of tho 
trade of the Scinde ports on the Indus was Rg.12,96,707, and 
in 1851-52 the valuo of the same trado was Rs15,67,884, 
not a sixth of the trade of the province! By Govornmont 
documents it is shown that to carry that trado it required 
80,496 tons, Well, now, if we turn to the lend frontior trade 
of Scinde for the samo year, wo find on the right bank, that 
is, countries west of the Indus, the value of the trade wag in 


( 47 ) 


imports and oxports Rg81,60,420, which would givo 60,00 
tons of traffic for a through Railway, so that wo shoul 
actually noglect a trade worth double in valuo to tho Railwa; 
to that we go out of our way to carry (by Sioam by Land ani 
Steam by Wator). 

“Whilo spoaking of Sukkur, T may horo montion th 
value of the trado of that placo in 1851-52 was Tts,0,48,186 
and the whole trade of Scindo was Rs,71,83,430; and so fr 
from the “classic river” doveloping our trado, tho value o 
the trade of Sukkurin 1855-56 was Rs.16,00,000, and yet tho 
trade of tho province had vison to Rs,123,42,637, showing 
that in 1851-52 the trado of tho Indus was a sixth of the 
Jand frontier trade, whilo in 1855-56 tho trado of tha 
principal port of the river was only oue-sighth of tho ontixo 
trade of the provinco, showing oloarly the stver ds not the 
route of the traffic of theso cowntries, tho trada of which is 
struggling to get to this port of Kuracheo.” 

Mx, W. P. Androw now states thoro aro 198,000 tons of 
Soinde-produced local trafic on tho right bank, which would go 
by tho Schwan and Kiacheo divoct lino; production hos not 
increased in Scindo to any groat dogreo since T wroto, yot the 
Agent stated my study of tho traffic was “froth and sound,” 
When the Engineor reviows tho northorn portion of my lino, 
ho tolls Mr, W. P, Andrew tho country I go through is a 
“desert,” ond to go there is a “ gigantic blundey.” Amoricans 
would call this “ dadderly language”; but I respectfully stato 
it is not argument worthy en important subjoct, on a right 
study of which may dopond tho anfety of-an Empire, 
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Tf Mx. W. P, Andrew had pub¥shed tho report of the 
Bombay Government, and. which in fairness he should have 
done, I would have verified all theso statistics with tho trade 
rotumns yp to xecent dates, Tho report, ag woll as many other 
documents from which that Gentleman quotcs, are scaled 
against me, The truth of my calculations, however, is borne 
out by his own publication of Scinde trado roturns, as apponis 
on the opposite page, 

I am well informed the results are moro startling now, and 
that even if there is any export production in the 50 miles 
between Adam Wahan on the Sutlej and Mooltan, which it is 
hoped is secure against the Engineer's “wild tribes,” that 
trade oxisted when Mz, W. P, Andrew published his book, | 
and is made to swell the Zeft-bank deovensing trade. 

There is one party connected with this controversy about 
an Indus Valley Railway, whose intorests I am most sur- 
prised has but very poor, if any, advocacy from Mr, W. DP. 
‘Andrew in his letter to your Grace, The intoresis of tho 
shareholdors appear to me to be placed in o most auitical 
position; they are told by the Chairman of tho Company, 
who they have so complacontly obeyed and supported, that 
their prospects are so poor that ho oven vontures to think and 
fear that the great public works ho has so persistently advised 
them to carry out will remain 9 “burthen to the royenuo,” 
But he does not tell them, if the Government daecido, as is 
contemplated, to make tho Railway themselves, thoy will loso 
all the advantages which havo boon givon to the Great Indian 
Peninsular, the East Indian, tho Madras, and tho Bombay, 
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Bavoda and Central Indian Railways, by the issue of exton- 
sion capital. I'urthor, oxperionco shows that in India the 
first portions of Indian Lines are generally scant in carn- 
ings; bud the traffic on the upper portions, quite independent 
of the traffic brought down to the sea, swolls the recoipts to 
tho advantage of the stock-holders, Moreover, the presont 
prospect threatens them with further ruin, as acknowledged 
by Mr, W. P. Andrew and his coadjutors, in reference to the 
Delhi and Punjab Lines; the traffic of which lines is swelling 
tho receipts of the East Indien Line. The Punjab and Delhi 
Lines, as regards the Scinde Lino, is like a man with a fit 
tree, laden with fruit, overhanging his ncighbour’s ground, 
having no Iadder to gathor it with, it falls into that noigh- . 
bow’s store, If the shareholders apply to Government to 
carry out a national policy, they must and will bo re- 
spectfully listened to, and their interests considered; if, on 
the other hand, they are led away to support a patchwork 
policy, they must fail, as the former policy has failed. 

In caso this lotter should bo scen by any of tho sharo- 
holders of the Scinde Railway, I will bog them not to dolay 
waiting upon your Grace and momorinlizing tho Government 
to let them make an Imperial Line of Railway up tho Indus, 
and offer to deposit the capital in accordance with the policy 
pursued by other lines in India, I am well aware thoy 
havo placed themselves in a position to have it said, “You 
cannot complain; tho policy you haye supportod—that of 
‘Steam by Land and Steam by Water’—is the one you 
subscribed for.” They must trust to the generosity of tho 
Govornment, and, abova all, the facts contained in this 
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letter, ‘They may rost assured, ax T havo bofore anid, tho 
receipts and earnings of tho lino from Kurachoo to Dhera 
Ghazee Khon will compensate thom for tho loss thoy will 
sustain for a timo by tho Kuracheo to Kotreo Lint and tho 
Indus Flotilla. 

L havo mado it clear in a formor part of this letter, Mr 
W. P, Androw, whilo applying for concossion for Aéa Indua 
Valley Railway, which is recommended by hie Vnginew, 
may bo applying to raiso monoy which might bo usod to 
carry out a schomo which that Tnginoor pronowneos to bo 
a“ gigantic blunder,” 

If I havo not intorlacod namatour Rnssophobia polities 
in this lettor, with which to weary your Chaco, it ia not that 
T am ignorant of tho geography of tho Russian oneronch- 
monts, Whon in 1856 I advocated thig Tmporial Railway, 
I begged. the Governmont 40 hayo it mado bofore tho Russian 
amy marched from Oronburg to Khive and Bokhara, 1 
has not boen made, J now bog tho Govornmont to have 
it mado boforo tho Russian army is encampod at Kandel, 
Te it is nob mado, history will toll whothor, if my advies” 
had been taken, ib would havo provyonted atromns of Ing. 
lish blood from filtering through tho sandy watora of tho 
Indus, 

Tho soldier who shows his army which way tho onomy 
comes, dosorvos tho thanks of his countrys and, porchanea, 
from tho humblost ranks may como tho man who forntolls 
the way. I havo, for nomly twonty years, dooply stuciod thera 
mattors, with tho assislanco of somo of tho ablost minda in 
India, Until thoso worke aro comploted, the Punjab ia not 

RQ 
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safe, Think you, my Lord Duko, tho Poles want Poland ; 
the Austrians want thoir rocontly-conquored torritory from 
Prussia; or that tho Soikhs want tho Punjab, and as much 
more as tfley can got? Would tho Englishman want lngland 
if it were conquered by a forcign country, and had to seo and 
bear what the bold, sensitive, and warlike Seikhs havo to goo 
and bear ovory day ? 

I havo tried to study the marches of Aloxandor, Mahomed 
of Ghuzni, Timour, Babor, and Nadix Shah, who with more or 
Jess success invaded India by tho way of ‘our western fron- 
tier, There is now a modern Power marching stealthily 
along those routes; how that Power works is shown by tho 
following manifosto :— 

“Obliged to pursue the onemy through a country with- 
out roads, laid waste by the troops which wore to havo 
defended it; often opposed by naturo itself; oxposed to the 
burning sun of summor, and the rigour of winter,—our brave 
army, after unparalleled efforts, succeoded in conquoring 
Evivan, which was roputed impregnable. It passod the 
Avanes; planted its standards on tlio top of Ararat, and 
penetrating farther and farther into the interior of Persia ; it 
oceupicd Tabrecs itsolf, with tho country dopending on it, 
The Khanate of Erivan, on both sides of the Avawes, and tho 
Khanate of Makhiohwan, a part of the ancient Armenia, Lol] 
into the hands ofthe conquoror.” 

If the works I havo feobly pointed to tho gront necessity 
of, are comploted before Affghanistan becomes the tool and 
vassal of Russia, then the Punjab will be safo, and England 
will draw the red treaty line that will divido the Russian 
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Boar from the Britis Lion; if they aro not, thon Russia 
will draw that line: bo sure, % time, I pray your Graco, 
that line shall not be in the middle of the Indus, which position 
is invilod by tho atvoentes of a left bank Indus Rhibvay. 

T must not omit 40 mention tho matior of the improvomont 
of Kurachoo arbour, of tho importunco of which so much 
is writton, I was tho first porson to bring to tho notico of 
tho Indian Governmont the fact, that by carrying out simplo 
works, principally of oxcavation, the capacity of tho harbour, 
both in referonce to its anchorago and ontranco ovor tho bax, 
might bo greatly improved. My opinions were submitted to 
tho late Mr. Walker, who, without sooing tho placo, dosigned 
works of various kinds, Tis opinions have beon supported 
lately by tho gentloman who originally supplied data for Mr, 
Walkor’s report, | 

I waa strongly opposed to ono pieco of work, that is, the 
Koamara Groyne; and whatoyer romarks it may bo thought 
bocoming to addross your Graco in reference to the Corpa 
of Engineers in tho Bombay Prosidonoy, os to their boing 
« Amatow Enginoors,” 1 om woll informed tho harbour is 
in a vory oritiodd state now; and boforo any moro money is 
apont upon such spoculativo works as I hear proposod, I 
do most stongly advise your Grace to order a commission 
to thoroughly report upon the subject. Thore is not in 
India or out of India, a man moro thoxoughly competent 
to head that commission than Colonol I'yfo of tho Bombay 
Corps of Royal Lngineers, 

My advico to tho Government now is what it was “fourteon 
yeas” ago—oxcavate all tho harbour channels, by manual 


( 54 ) 


labour and dredging, to thoir utmost" oxtont, bud Leave fan~ 
tastie works alone, unloss tho Goyornmont can bo assured, 
without doubt, that good offocts havo actually beon produced 
by them if othor places under similar cizeumatancos, 

To summatize this lettor, I beg to stato it appoars to mo 
evident, the route for tho Indus Valley Railway must bo 
dotermined by answers to tho following questions :—~ 

Is it cheapest to carry tho through trafic from Mooltan to 
Kurachoo by a Railway 493 miles in longth, or in M2. 
W. P. Andrew's language, page 86, “ should the produce of the 
country be burdened with unnecessary charges from the tn- 
oreasod mileage” of a line 622 milos in longth ? 

Is there most traffic on the right bank or tho loft bank to 
be intercepted, en routs, by an Indus Valloy Railway ? 

Ts it cheapest to build a bridgo ovor tho Chenab at Mool- 
tan, and ono oyer the Indus at Dhora Ghazoo Khan; or to 
build a bridge over tho Sutlej at Bhawulpoor, aud ono over 
the Indus at Kotroo, weighing, in the Jattor caso, tho having 
then to pass all the Contral Asia trado over at Sulkkur by a 
steam forry or any othor way ? 

Is it most advisablo to construct a Railway 408 milos 
entirely in English forritory, or a lino 610 miles, £80 of which 
must be takon through forcign territory ? 

Or, if tho upper portion is alono considerod, is it bost 
to construct a line 250 milos entirely in English territory, 
through a population of 910,696; or to make a lino 807 
miles, of which 120 miles is through foreign territory, with 
only about a moioty of a population of 168,817 ? 

Will o right-bank or left-bank lino give tho boss means of 
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carrying out the politica? advice of Sir Charles Trevolyan and 
Mz, Grant Dull, MP, P~- 

«These lines ought to bo vigorously prosecuted as Imporial 
Works, and branches should bo mado from thot to tho 
oxtrome limits of British territory at tho months of tho 
Bolan and Kybor Passos, and porhaps, to ona on two other 
points on the FRONTIER. 

“ Abovo all, we should pross forward our Railways towards 
tho vrontimr, make Kuracheo a groat port, and complote 
Railway communication through tho wholo of tho Indus 
Valley.” 

Lastly,—Is a fortificd bridgo over tho Indus at Dhora 
Ghazeo Khan, mado capablo of passing tho traing, a better 
connection for tho Mililary Stations of the Punjab and 
North-West Provinces with tho “pointe” of the frontioy, 
than a bridge ovor tho Indus ab Sulckur, with a apan of 600 
foot and 70 fect ubovo flood level ? 

Tlaying placed thoso most sorious questions bofore your 
Graco, I moet tho nginoer upon his schemo and conduct, in 
aupersoding my propositions for tho Indus Valloy — 

Tsay, thon, at Kuracheoe ho has assisiod in, and supported, 
moasnros which contract tho tidal intot of tho harbour, which 
must bo dostructivo to ils capacity, which ho will find de- 
tailed at paragraph 187 of my Roport No. 1, dated Ist 
July, 1856, 

I boliove, upon the ovidenco of Genoral John Jacob and 
Goncral IL, B. Turner, B.E., two most ominent sciontific 
officors, if I could examine tho Enginoer’s Roports ond 
Plans of the Direct Schwan Line, I should show he hag 
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oxaggorated the difficulties of that lifio in comparison to its 
utility. I mect him at Kotyeo, and say, ho has spont 
2,250,000. in constructing a lino, without, during the fivo 
years ho" was so ongaged, publicly stating how far ho did 
so in accordance with tho principle laid down in the 6th 
paragraph of his lotter:—~ 

“T would vemark, that tho constinction of any portion 
of such a lino of Railway, without reforenco to ils best 
adaptation for tho conveyanco of the ultimate through trafio, 
is manifestly, in overy point of viow, unwise, to say the lonst 
of it.” , 

Or, if he has done so, why did ho spend money on tho 
surveys from Kurachoo to Schwan, and Kotree to Soliwan ? 
when, in October, 1868, I callod his attention to tho 180th 
paragraph of my Roport, written in 1856, in which I had 
detailed the difficulties he brings forward in tho 10th para 
graph of his lettor written in 1869 :— 

That his proposition to bridge tho Indus at Kotroo rosts 
upon on insecuro foundation, “commeredally, etrategtoally, and 
in an ongineoring point of view.” 

Tmeot him at Schwan, whero he should havo gono to, and 
say, his proposals unnecessarily tox, and will almost destroy, 
the finest wheat-growing district in Scinde. I meot him on 
the 16th paragraph of his letter, whore he proposes a pre~ 
posterous altornativo for camying the right-bank trado on 
the left-bank line, by placing stations on tho canal banks, 
such canals not being navigable for more than six wookes 
ih the year, and that not with cortainty, and at a timo of 
the year when tho people of the country are fully occu 
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pied in imigating thetr Iand, and producing the ngricul- 
tural traffic which is markotablo when tho canals are dry. 

"I meot him on the 20th paragraph of his Iottor, and say, 
tho bench marks are no indications of the gonorat hoight of 
the country, for thoy often occur, from being Axed in tho 
cold sonson, in places accidentally used, and not to show tho 
haight of tho adjoining country, My view of tho caso is 
mado out by the Engincor himsolf, for on the right bank he 
makos a rise of 5:81 in a distanco of 25 milos, while on the 
noxt 23 miles ho makes a rise of 26°55; on tho immodintely 
opposite bank he makes tho xiso in the frst distanco 17-41, 
and in tho second 13:69, Thoso borrowed Aguros, tho Bn- 
gineor statos, aro his “ umansworablo‘arguments.” What aro 
thoy worth? What did they cost? . 

I moot him ot Sukkur,‘ and ‘say, though tho country, 
near the river, from that placo to Kusmoro may bo flooded 
equally with tho Ttoreo sido, yot tho line from Shikarpoor 
to Dhora Ghazoo Khan is not so flooded, but ia porfoctly 
HOCUIO. , 

I moot him on tho matter of tho floods, * botween tho wator- 
shod of tho mountain ranges, and the river which receives 
tho periodical torronts which flow from it,” and say, whilo 
onginooring science, undor great diflculties, has grappled 
with the Nurbudda and Taptoo Rivers on tho Bombay and 
Baroda Railway, which riso 20 feot in as many hours, he has 
only to doal with a rainfall of 84 inches per annum as a 
maximun, ’ 

I moot him af Dhora Ghazeo Khan, and say, tho rivor 
Indus at that placo, being only ono of five rivors, must pro- 
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sont a more foasible crossing than 600 milcs lower down, 
whore the whole flood of tho fivo rivora has to bo dealt with, 

I meot him at Roreo, and say, any stich schome as tho 
stoam ferfy ig impracticable, or, if it bo practicable, it is 
“a, vostrictive imeapaoity and delay inthe means of conveyance,” 
and therefore condemned by himeolf, 

I meet him on the score of local traffic, and say, tho 
members of the Scindo Commission were, collectively, 
better judges of tho fact than ho could possibly be. But 
I am bound to romark upon tho singularly disingenuous 
“ estimate” givon My. W. P. Androw for the 81st pago of that 
gontleman’s letter to your Graco:—lrst, If tho left-bank 
trado of 270,000 tons producos 177,000 tong oxport trado, 
then the right-bank of 824,140 tons, in the samo pro- 
portion, would givo 212,000 ions, instoad of 198,000 tons, 
Secondly, A considerable part of this left-bank irado ig pro« 
duced from tho districts of Mahomed Khan Tanda, Moor. 
poor, and part of Jerruck, which boing to tho sowh of Kotvoo 
cannot possibly bo brought into tho caleulation og local 
traffic for a through lino, 

I meet him on tho scoro of the population, produce, and 
traffic of tho “Desert” of Derajat, and tho “ highly culti- 
vated districts” of Bhawulpoor, and say, it is solf-cyidont 
he unjustly, if ho did not ignorantly, adviso Mr. W. P. Andrew 
upon the subject, although his spocial attention was called to 
it in the 7th paragraph of his instructions, 

I meet him at Bhawulpoor, and say, that it ia easier to 
cross the Chenab at Mooltan, than it is to cross the Sutlej, 
considering the difficulties which havo exhibited thomselves 
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800 milos higher up, 'Bhis is so important a mattor, that I 
feel it right to sey, some correct idea can be obtained from 
tho Report to Parliamont by Mz. Juland Danvors, tho 
Government Diroctor 1868-69, 

By a roforenco to paragraph 81, I find tho most important 
bridges on the Delhi Lino aro over tho Beas and tho Sutloj, 
boing two branches forming into ono rivor lower down, 

As rogards tho lattor, My. Danvers states :—~ 

“The xivor which rung through a valloy flvo miles wido, 
and has for tho last 70 or 80 years flowod along tho northern 
sido, seoms now disposed to chango its courso to the southorn 
side, It has already so fax altored its position as to make it 
neccasary to oxtond the bridge, which was originally dosignod 
for a crossing of 4000 foot,  furthor longth gf 2200 foot, 
involving a cost of upwards of 60,0002.” 

‘Yaking one-third of tho cost for tho Boas, wo ‘have closo 
upon 250,0002, to begin with, for on estimate; thon thero 
must bo navigablo hoadway of 15 feot, not roquivod aboyo; 
this ia mado clowr at pago 15 of a vory instructive pamphilot 
by MMs, '(. Gogin, 00." 

J, lastly, moot him ab Mooltan, and ask, in “oponing up 
Railway communication between tho land-lockod provineo of 
tho Punjab and its natural port Kurachoo,” why he will 
transport that traffic 622 milos, when ho can do it by a line 
of 103 milos in longth ? 

In referonco to this quostion I must point out tho Enginoer 
makes Mr, W, P, Androw condemn his own policy, and with 


‘Roads, Railroads, and Canals for India’ By T. Login, GE, 
T&T. N, Spon, 1860, 
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still stronger argumonts condomn Ids own proposod Indus 
Valloy Railway. Tn page 48, Mr. W. P. Andvow simess—~ 
“I boliovo it will always derivo its chief support from a 
through Hraffic. It is only by thus rogarding it that a really 
comprehonsivo and statesmanlike viow of tho wholo question 
can be obtained,” A line for the through traffic ean ba made 
493 miles in length, why is a lino 622 miles long to bo takon 
and Mx, W. P. Andrew's arguments stultified? The trado 
of tho country is not to be taxed for ever, bocause a wrong 
policy was formorly pursued, The poor peoplo of tho 
country havo done no wrong that they are to be pormanontly 
punished. Tho same may be snid of tho Central Asia traffic. 
Why aro the traders, who havo mainly raised Kuracheo to 
ils present commercial importance, to havo a black mail tax 
laid upon their goods of 100 milos unnocessary carriago ? 

Is not i€ enough to know that they have for ton years 
continued to take an account to tho inhabitants of Asiatio 
Russia that we have made a railway little or no uso to 
them, or to ourselves for protecting or defending our Indian 
Frontier ? 

The position of tho Enginoor, who wont out with pro- 
conceived ideas to investigate tho mattor of tho Indus Valloy 
Railway, is very critical, for, if my Déreot Indus’ Valley 
Railway is proved to be the line that should, after all, bo 
taken, Mr. W, P. Androw will say:—“ Why, you told mo it 
was a gigantic blunder to apply for a concession for that lino ; 
what possible public reparation can wo offor, after tho in- 
justico the Projector has roceived ?” 

If Mr. W. P. Androw thinks his Engincor is infallible, 
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and that tho Scindo guthorities and mysolf aro wrong, of 
cquvso ho will persist in the policy advised ; but I cannot 
help thinking vory sovjously tho futuro dealinga with tho 
shareholders on masse, instead of in divisionn, will} givo riso 
4o diffioultios at tho prosont timo, which will prove thomsolvos 
almost insuzmounteblo whon Mr, W. P, Andvow has to pload 
the positions of the various diajointad portions of tho prosent 
oxisting systom of communications up tho Indus, 

That it may bo all brought into uniformity, with adapta- 
tion to an Imporial policy, aliko advantagoous to Govorn- 
mont and tho Companics, I have no doubt; and upon that 
must dopond tho futuro satisfaction of all partios concord, 
a result to bring about would bo a worthy conclusion to tho 
twoublo and vexation tho herotofore-pursuod, policy must 
havo given to Mz, W. 2, Androw. », 

L cannot attompt to lift your Grnco’s' mind above tho 
practicability of stutcsmanship into tho rogions of Euatern 
imagination by such language as appoars in tho 6lel pago 
of Mu. W, P, Androw's lottor; T must ask 10 bo only allowed, 
in reforonco to it, to submit a quostion that your Graco will 
doubtloss sock a practical anawer to :— 

Why is your Graco askod in 1869 to consider “a moro 
onlightoned policy than we (?) havo hithorto pursuod,” 
when thot onlightoned policy was prossod upon Ma, WP, 
Andrew by mo in 1856, and sonctionad by tho Governmont 
of India in 1857 ? 

The answor to that simplo question will tell who has boon 
foreed to lonrn a losgon through the “sad and terrible eape- 
riences of the past.” 
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T havo written this lottor undor a strong sonso of public 
duty; and I closo it, fooling conscious of tho disadvantages 
undor which I address your Graco, as compared to a gontlo- 
man in ie position of Mr, W. P. Androw: “fourteen yoars” 
of Iuerative employ has enabled him 10 quoto tho writings 
of the many friends whoso names so thickly porvado his 
lettor; I have no such friends, and no such documents, to 
assist mo in tho position I wish to teko np in advocating 
again my Direct Indus Valley Railway; bat well known to 
many of thom, thero was a man, had he lived, would now bo 
callod to the Councils of tho Nation, and whoso opinions 
would have commanded attention at this ovitioal juncturo of 
affairs, who sleeps. tho sleop of doath in his sclfmade homo 
in tho deserts of Scindo; mm would hayo felt and said I had 
again dono “my duty in,ndvawing attention to this sorious 
matter, oven though it is dono with foobloness of hoalth, 
engondorod by the wrong I havo suffered for “ fouricon 
years,” 

T havo the honour to be, 
Your Grace’s 
Most obodiont servant, 
TARNY WELLS, 0.1, 


Originator of Rathuays in Scinde, 


Crrarrera Tousa, Opntan, 
July 16, 1869, 
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(Cory.) 
Sfp, Busminn, 80th May, 1867, 


I ave tho honour to acknowlodgo tho ay k of your 
lotior of tho 18th May, 1857, to my addycss with abeompani- 
monts, With roforonco to thoir subject, 1 beg to assure you 
that I consider that you havo throughout your connection 
with the Scindo Railway acted in tho bost possible manner 
for tho intorests of tho Railway Company, of the Government, 
and of the public generally. ‘Tho real intovosts of theso three 
partios in this mattor avo insoparablo. Tlaving been from 
official position and personal knowlodgo woll acquainted with 
your viows, proposals, and procecdings, L am quito at a loss to 
conceive on what protonces tho attempt can bo mado to fix 
on you a charge of haying “obstructod” tho work: ontrusted 
to you, or of having acted in a mannor in any way injurious 
to tho intorests of tho Railway Company. Such a charge is 
propostorous unloss it bo dotermined thay the prospoots of 
succoss and of advantage to all partios must bo “nronmp” 
by ecaroful and oxtensivo obsorvation, by skilful and uproju- 
dicod oxamination, by clear and oxtonded forosight, and by 
crlm and wise discussion of tho ciroumstancos relating to and 
likcly soriously to affect the worl in hand, 

I havo publicly xecaxdod my opinions rogarding tho lino to 
bo solected for the Scinde Railway to connect tho river with 
the soaport, and I noed not here repoat thom; but I may 
romark that I am quito convinced that vimn will show the 
soundness of your views on the subject, Whilo even woro it 
otherwiso,.and under any circumstances whatever, it appears 
to me to bo certain and solf-ovidont that the truth of the 
matter could only bo ascortained satisfactorily by tho inquiry 
exanination and oxtended survey proposed by you, and this 
opinion was confirmed by the docision of the Government of 
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India communicated to tho local authorities when I wag on 
tho eve of departure from Scinde. 

Had you acted otherwise ‘than you have done in this 
mattor, ypu might indeed have justly laid yourself. opon to 
the charge of haying obstructed tho interests of the Railway 
Company. * But’as the j ibis myidiity, as the head 
of the Province -at-the time, in justice to yourself, to: state 
thdt I am desidedly of opinion that no man is more worthy 
of the trust. and. confidence of his employers than yourself; 
and it is with . feeling of something like indignation that I 
learn the unworthy requital which your sorvices have met 
with from the Chairman of the Scinde Railway Company, 
andthe unjust treatment which such an able, active, zealous, 
and trustworthy public servant as yourself hag now received. 
Tam firmly convinced that the conduct adopted towards you 
by. tho Chaipman of the Soinde Railway Company in. this 
instance will prove to beas unwise as unjust, and that auch: 
proceedings towarlls their bost sorvants must tend to act most 
injuriously on the real interests of the Company, Such cons 
uet—as-poisoning the very sources of succoss—must, in my: 
opinion, prove of lasting and most serious disadvantage to: 
the parties who may practise it, 

Lom, Sir, 
Your most obediont’servant, 
JOHN JACOB, 


Renoral Commanding Fovecs'at Bushirey 
lato Acting Commissioner in Sendo, 






To Wanny Weis, Esq, 
&0,,, &o, &oy 
Kunaonm, 


LONDON PRINTED BH. QLOWES AND BONS, STAMFORD STREET AND CHARING OnOgs, 
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